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Concept note on the BRICS Mining and Metals Working Group meeting

[bookmark: _Hlk210244804]At a meeting on May 14, 2024, the PartNIR Advisory Group decided to establish a Mining and Metals Working Group, hereinafter referred to as the MMWG, to promote cooperation between the BRICS countries in the mining and metallurgical industries. The participants of the Eighth and Ninth Meetings of BRICS Industry Ministers, held in Nizhny Novgorod (Russia) in 2024 and in 2025 in Brazil approved the decision of the PartNIR Advisory Group to establish seven working groups within its framework, including the Mining and Metals Working Group. This decision was also supported in the Kazan Declaration of the XVI BRICS Summit.
The creation of a new working group on the mining and metallurgical industries within the framework of the BRICS PartNIR Countries has great potential for the sustainable development of these industries in the participating countries. It is expected that the new working group will bring together representatives of industry and regulators of the BRICS countries to create a common information platform on the sustainable development of the mining industry and metallurgy, environmental regulation, trade and investment, reduction of non-tariff barriers, monitoring and minimizing risks for the metallurgy and mining industries of the BRICS countries. 
Introductory meeting of the MMWG was held on the sidelines of the International Metal Expo Exhibition in Moscow on October 30, 2024 where the participants asked for more time to review the documents. As Chair of the BRICS in 2024 and Co-Cahir of the Working Group in 2025, the Russian Federation sent a memorandum to all participants of the MMWG and asked to provide their comments. The attached versions of the documents include all the suggestions and comments of the members of the Working Group and minor edits taking into account the events of 2025. 
India as the current BRICS PartNIR Chair confirmed that it will not be participating in the activities of the MMWG, therefore we suggest that Russia handles the duties of the MMWG Chair in 2026 as its initiator. We propose to hold the next meeting of the MMWG on May 20, 2026 from 11:00 till 13:00 (Moscow time) by videoconference, working language is English. We invite representatives of government regulatory bodies, as well as industry experts from the metallurgy and mining sectors of the BRICS member countries to participate in this meeting. Please conform your participation by COB May 13, 2026.
Proposed issues for consideration:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk215437876]Discussion and finalizing of the statutory documents of the MMWG, namely: 
· The concept note on the establishment of the Mining and Metals Working Group within the framework of the BRICS Partnership for a New Industrial Revolution (PartNIR);
· the Terms of Reference of the Mining and Metals Working Group;
· the structure of the Mining and Metals Working Group.
2. Discussion of the feasibility of creating a MMWG and BRICS PartNIR website.
3. Adoption of the work plan of the Mining and Metals Working Group for 2026.

Annexes:
1. Concept note on the establishment of the MMWG
2. Terms of Reference of the MMWG 
3. A proposed list of issues for discussion at the MMWG
4. Draft structure of the MMWG
5. Draft work plan of the MMWG for 2026
6. Presentation of the MMWG and BRICS PartNIR website 

If you have any suggestions for making edits or additions to the documents in the Annex, please send them to the organizers in track-change mode until May 15, 2026.
