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On the establishment of the BRICS 
Mining and Metals Working Group

The establishment of a new BRICS PartNIR Mining and Metals Working Group has great potential for sustainable development of these industries in the participating countries. The new working group is supposed to bring together industry and regulators of the BRICS countries to create a common information platform on the sustainable development of mining and metallurgy, environmental regulation, trade and investment, reduction of non-tariff barriers, monitoring and minimizing risks, as well as the implementation of projects to facilitate access of metallurgical and mining products to the markets of participating countries.
The BRICS countries play a leading role in the global production of most key metals and raw materials, which imposes on them special responsibility in implementing the task of reducing greenhouse gas emissions from industrial enterprises and sustainable development of the global economy.
The work of such a group is fully consistent with the BRICS Strategy, the key implementation formats of which are:
- exchange of statistical data and methodological approaches to the collection and processing of statistics;
- establishing cooperation between stakeholders (departments, business associations, etc.);
- preparation of proposals for deepening cooperation;
- exchange of experience, best practices and solutions in the field of environmental regulation;
- explore opportunities for conducting joint research in the field of developing carbon-free technologies for mining and processing minerals, smelting metals, organizing joint events, launching pilot projects.

I. Goals and objectives of the Working Group

The objectives of the Working Group are to create favorable conditions for sustainable development of the mining industry and metallurgy, trade and investment in the production chains of extraction and processing of raw materials, waste and secondary resources of the metallurgical industry, as well as the formation of a multilateral framework for cooperation to establish mutually beneficial, long-term, stable, regular industrial cooperation between BRICS members in the mining and metallurgical complex.
These goals can be achieved by fulfilling, among others, following tasks in accordance with the national legislation of the BRICS member states:
- technological modernization and ensuring sustainable development of the mining and metallurgical industries of the BRICS member states by attracting investments, developing and implementing modern innovative technologies;
- creation of favorable conditions for cooperation between business entities of the BRICS countries in the organization of value chains of the mining and metallurgical complex;
- implementation of the best practices and technologies in the field of environmental protection and recycling of secondary raw materials;
- formation of a common system of benchmarks for greenhouse gas emissions and environmental indicators;
- sharing current situation in the mining and metallurgical industry, in the markets of steel and non-ferrous metals;
- exploring the possibility of creating new joint industrial enterprises;
- promotion of cooperation in personnel training, development of human resources in the industry of the mining and metallurgical complex, as well as in the environmental field of the BRICS member states;
- search for solutions and development of proposals for the implementation of national policy measures aimed at minimizing risks for the participating countries from geopolitical factors, in particular, from potential economic crises, trade barriers, excessive use of trade defense measures in some jurisdictions, etc.
- explore and expand demand application areas of steel.

II. The main areas of cooperation
The parties will strive to expand and develop equitable and mutually beneficial multilateral cooperation in the field of sustainable development of mining and metallurgy industries, development and implementation of environmental technologies, improvement of logistics chains, development of human resources, monitoring and minimizing risks for these industries.

III. Forms of cooperation
The main forms of cooperation and stimulation of industrial cooperation between the business circles of the BRICS member states are:
- exchange of practices for the introduction of digital technologies in traditional industries of the mining and metallurgical complex, including in the field of environmental protection;
- holding conferences, round tables, joint scientific research on the development of low-carbon technologies of the mining and metallurgical complex;
- exchange of experience in the transition to production technologies with low carbon emissions in ferrous and non-ferrous metallurgy;
- exchange of best practices and technologies for the purification of gases, water and recycling of secondary raw materials;
- inviting industrial enterprises to participate in national, regional and international industrial exhibitions and forums;
- exchange of information and preparation of analytical reports on the current situation in the mining and metallurgical industries, in the markets of steel, non-ferrous, precious and rare earth metals of the BRICS member countries and in the world;
- exchange of information on the regulatory issues of the mining and metallurgical industries;
- creation of innovative projects for the introduction of advanced technologies;
- consideration of the possibility of creating joint cooperation projects in the BRICS member states in accordance with national priorities;
- exchange of expert opinions on responsible business conduct.

IV. Implementation mechanisms
Proposals and recommendations for further development of cooperation in the field of mining and metallurgical complex of the BRICS countries will be considered by the Parties at meetings of the BRICS Partnership Advisory Group on the New Industrial Revolution.
The mechanisms for implementing the initiative to create a new working group on mining and metallurgy within the framework of the BRICS include the following:
1. Consideration of the draft concept note on the establishment of a working group on mining and metallurgy within the framework of the meeting of the BRICS Partnership Advisory Group on the New Industrial Revolution;
2. Preparation of proposals for the creation of a new working group on mining and metallurgy for consideration within the framework of the 8th Meeting of BRICS Industry Ministers;
3. Development of the Provisions of the working group on mining and metallurgy (Work Regulations, or Terms of Reference).


