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Of the Mining and Metals Working Group 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK51]Of the BRICS Partnership on New Industrial Revolution
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK40][bookmark: OLE_LINK17][bookmark: OLE_LINK20]I. Introduction
[bookmark: OLE_LINK33][bookmark: OLE_LINK5]The 10th BRICS Summit in Johannesburg, South Africa, July 2018, decided to commence the full operationalisation of the BRICS Partnership on New Industrial Revolution (PartNIR) to deepen BRICS cooperation in digitalization, industrialization, innovation, inclusiveness and investment.  PartNIR Advisory Group at a Meeting on May 14, 2024 agreed to establish Mining and Metals Working Group, hereinafter referred to as MMWG to promote cooperation of BRICS countries in mining and metallurgy industries. The Participants of the Eighth Meeting of the BRICS Industry Ministers held in 2024 in their joint declaration endorsed the decision by the PartNIR Advisory Group to create under it seven working groups, including the Working group on Mining and Metals. This decision was also supported in the Kazan Declaration of the XVI BRICS Summit.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK6]II. Goals and objectives of the MMWG
The objectives of the MMWG are to create favorable conditions for sustainable development of the mining industry and metallurgy, trade and investment in the production chains of extraction and processing of raw materials, waste and secondary resources of the steel and non-ferrous metallurgy industries, as well as the formation of a multilateral framework for cooperation to facilitate mutually beneficial, long-term and stable industrial cooperation between BRICS members in the mining and metallurgical industries.
These goals can be achieved by fulfilling the following tasks in compliance with the national legislation of the BRICS member states, including, but not limited to:
- technological modernization and ensuring sustainable development of the mining and metallurgical industries of the BRICS member states by facilitating investments, developing and implementing modern innovative technologies in environmental protection and recycling of secondary raw materials;
- development of favorable conditions for cooperation between BRICS countries in the organization of value chains of mining and metallurgical industries, creating new joint enterprises;
- establishment of a common benchmark system for greenhouse gas emissions and environmental indicators, mutual recognition of methodologies for calculating greenhouse gas emissions and climate reporting verification results;
- information sharing on the situation in the mining and metallurgical industry, in the markets of steel and non-ferrous metals;
- promotion of cooperation and exchange of experience in personnel training, development of human resources in mining, metallurgy and environmental protection of the BRICS member states on multilateral and bilateral basis.
III. Scope of Work
[bookmark: OLE_LINK27][bookmark: OLE_LINK28][bookmark: OLE_LINK10][bookmark: OLE_LINK14]The main forms of stimulation of industrial cooperation between the business circles of the BRICS member states are:
- exchange of information on regulatory issues and current situation in the mining and metallurgical industries and in the markets of the BRICS member countries and globally; 
- exchange of best practices for the introduction of advanced technologies in mining and metallurgy industries; 
- inviting business to participate in national, regional and international industrial exhibitions and forums, conferences, round tables to exchange experience, best practices and solutions in transition to low-carbon metallurgy production technologies, purification of emission gases, waste water treatment and recycling of secondary raw materials;
- exploring possibilities of joint scientific research in the development of low-carbon and environmentally friendly technologies in mining, ferrous, non-ferrous and scrap processing industries;
- promotion of joint innovative cooperation projects with advanced technologies in the BRICS member states in accordance with national priorities;
- explore and expand demand application areas of steel;
- explore and expand demand application areas of aluminum;
- convergence of national standards and conformity assessment systems for metallurgical products;
- exchange of expert opinions on responsible business conduct.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK22]IV. Organizational Structure
[bookmark: OLE_LINK34][bookmark: OLE_LINK52][bookmark: OLE_LINK18]1. Chair: Director-level official of the BRICS Chair will be the Chair of the MMWG responsible for implementing and leading MMWG activities, convening meetings, leading the organization and coordination of related matters. Director-level official from the next and preceding BRICS presidency will be the Vice Chairs. Should a BRICS Chairing country not be able to Chair the MMWG, the interim Chair shall be appointed for this period by a decision of the MMWG Meeting with endorsement of the PartNIR Advisory Group.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK13]2. Members: Members of the MMWG are officials of BRICS Ministries of Industry and industry experts in consultation with other appropriate Ministries and relevant stakeholders. Representatives of the BRICS countries participate in the work of the MMWG as full members. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK12][bookmark: OLE_LINK35][bookmark: OLE_LINK19][bookmark: OLE_LINK36][bookmark: OLE_LINK24]3. Observers: Upon agreement, Members of the MMWG may consider involvement of representatives from non-BRICS countries in the work of the MMWG with limited rights as observers. Observers can take part in meeting discussions but may not be involved in decision-making. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK53][bookmark: OLE_LINK46]4. Expert Workshops: If necessary, Expert Workshops may be established by consensus on a regular or temporary basis to address specific sectoral issues and problems of the mining and metallurgical industries and fulfill specific tasks of MMWG in accordance with the goals and principles of PartNIR. Members of the Expert Workshops discuss specific sectoral problems at their meetings held virtually, in person or in a combined format, propose ways for their solution and topics for discussion at the MMWG Meetings. Leaders of the Expert Workshops are appointed by the PartNIR Advisory Group and may include business representatives. If some of the BRICS member countries are not involved in the activities of any of the MMWGs Expert Workshops at the time of their establishment, they can nominate their candidates at any time later.  
[bookmark: OLE_LINK38]5. Task Forces: The Expert Subgroups can make a decision to organize Task Forces in their composition to prepare draft decisions and recommendations on special industry segments considered at meetings of the Expert Subgroups.
6. MMWG Expert Leaders Bureau. MMWG Expert Leaders Bureau members preliminarily discuss the agenda of MMWG meetings, its priorities and other outstanding issues requiring consultations with industry experts. Each Member country nominates one representative to the MMWG Expert Leaders Bureau. Upon establishment of an Expert Workshop its leader becomes a member of the Expert Leaders Bureau for the time of its continuation or until re-appointment. All decisions at the MMWG Expert Leaders Bureau are taken by consensus.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK8]7. Secretariat: The presiding BRICS Country should set up the Secretariat for the MMWG to provide necessary support for the Chair of the MMWG and is responsible for daily communication and correspondence with member countries, organization of related meetings of MMWG and coordination of its work. The Secretariat will be supported by a Focal Point, who is a nodal officer from the relevant Ministry or Government departments of each BRICS country and is in charge of daily communication and coordination with the Secretariat.
8. MMWG Meetings: The parties establish a communication mechanism within the framework of annual MMWG meetings (further on referred to as the Meetings), held in person, via videoconference or in a hybrid format. The dates and topics of the Meetings are agreed upon by all parties. The country chairing BRICS MMWG shall convene and preside on the meetings, which should meet at least annually. The Parties will examine at the Meetings proposals and recommendations for fostering cooperation in mining and metallurgical industries of the BRICS countries. As needed, the MMWG may convene special meetings that can be held to discuss certain sectoral problems, review the work progress of previous year, discuss the work plan for the next year and other major issues. All decisions at the MMWG Meetings are taken by consensus.
V. Mechanisms for implementation of the MMWG goals and objectives
Coordination of interaction within the MMWG will be carried out through the MMWG Chair, Co-chairs, the Secretariat, MMWG Expert Leaders Bureau and PartNIR Advisory Group. Matters requiring high-level decisions of member states will be reviewed at Industry Ministers Meetings of the BRICS member States or BRICS Summit, if necessary. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK11][bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK31][bookmark: OLE_LINK30][bookmark: OLE_LINK21][bookmark: OLE_LINK15]VI. Reporting Mechanism
The Secretariat of MMWG will submit annually the report to the BRICS Advisory Group for integration of the results of the MMWG work into the report to Industry Ministers Meeting.
